The term instinct has been used by naturalists 
propensity prior to experience and independent of instruction, and tending to the preservation of the individual or his race",?I venture to assert that, in this sense of the term, it is by no means true that man has no instincts, any more than it is true that the lower animals are destitute of reason. Every infant comes into the world endowed with a propensity to suck and to swallow; a propensity prior to experience and independent of instruction; and this propensity has a tendency to preserve the life and health of the child, as well as that of the mother. Thus early in life is exhibited the influence of the human instinct in the prevention of disease. As the teeth advance, the propensity to suck is gradually supplanted by an instinctive ten- 
